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Dear Prof. Bavitz: 


Please be advised that the Unified Court System (UCS) is in receipt of your December 21, 
2021 letter addressed to Chief Judge Janet DiFiore, on behalf of your client, Public Resource.org, 
relating to the copyright for the New York Pattern Jury Instructions (NY PJI). The Chief Judge 
has asked that I respond on her behalf. UCS can appreciate that your client is working to enhance 
public access to government information and public law, and UCS is currently further exploring 
those areas. 


You have raised a number of challenges regarding the validity of UCS’s copyright of the 
NY PJI, and you request that UCS “...abandon and withdraw all copyright claims from the [NY] 
PJI...” and “support efforts to provide public access to these important edicts of government.” 


Nevertheless, since the receipt of your correspondence, it has come to our attention that on 
September 7, 2021 and February 3, 2022 respectively, the 2021 and 2022 NY PJI have been 
uploaded to https://archive.org/details/JuryInstructions. As cited in your letter, this is the same 
internet location where your client “has made PJI, and model jury instructions from a number of 
states publicly available.” 





UCS maintains that it has ownership of a valid copyright interest in the NY PJI, and it does 
not intend to abandon our copyright interest or waive its rights thereto. Thus, we must insist that 
your organization forbear from publishing any of the content in the NY PJI without our prior 


permission. 
Very truly yours, 
Eileen D. Millett 
Counsel 

cc. Car! Malamud, Pres. Public Resources 
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Hon. Janet DiFiore, Chief Judge Court of Appeals 
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